An improved method for detection of Leishmania amastigotes by an antibody probe against the small subunit of leishmanial ribonucleotide reductase.
By taking advantage of an antibody raised against the small M2 subunit of ribonucleotide reductase of Leishmania that reacts with the enzyme in the nucleus of the parasite but does not cross-react with the same enzyme of the host macrophage, an improved fluorescence-staining method is developed for enumeration of leishmanial amastigotes inside the macrophage. The method offers an accurate and easy way of counting, compared with Giemsa staining.